
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Chinese New Year Rat: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This pattern is designed by @essiebirdies. It may not be sold or used for commercial 
purposes. You are allowed to sell finished items in a limited way and mentioning  
@essiebirdies as the designer. 
 
Copyright essiebirdies 2020                                   
www.essiebirdies.wordpress.com 
Facebook en Instagram: essiebirdies 
Facebookgroup: haken met essiebirdies 
 
Materials: 
 
Yarn 
Durable coral in colors: light grey (2232), pink (232), light yellow (309) and aqua (338) 
Piece of iron wire for the tail (do not use iron wire when the object is for children under the 
age of 3 years old) However if you use iron wire, the tail makes it easier to let your rat sit 
(balance) 
Hook size 2,5 mm  
Fiberfill 
Needle and scissors 
Safety eyes 8 mm (do not use safety eyes when the object is for children under the age of 3 
years old, embroider the eyes instead) 
Little bit black yarn to embroider the eyebrows 
Little bit of darker yellow cotton yarn to crochet a piece of cheese 
 



 
Abbreviations (US) 
ch = chain 
sl st = slip stitch 
sc = single crochet 
st = stitch 
dec = decrease 
inc = increase 
dc = double crochet 
blo = back loops only 
 
 
Pattern 
 
Head: 
1: with light grey, ch9. Inc in second ch from the hook, 1 sc in every 6 ch. 4sc in last st. on 
other side of foundation chain: 1 sc in every 6ch, 2 sc in the last st. (20sc) 
2: inc, 8sc, 2 x inc, 8sc, 1 inc (24sc) 
3: 1sc, 1 inc, 8sc, 1inc, 2sc, 1 inc, 8sc, 1inc, 1sc (28sc) 
4: 2sc, 1inc, 9sc, 1inc, 3sc, 1inc, 9sc, 1inc, 1sc (32sc) 
5: 2sc, 1inc, 10sc, 1inc, 4sc, 1inc, 10sc, 1inc, 2sc (36sc) 
6 – 12: 36sc (36sc) 
13: (4sc, 1 dec) repeat (30sc) 
14 – 15: 30sc (30sc) 
16: (3sc, dec) repeat (24sc) start stuffing 
17 – 18: 24sc (24sc) insert the safety eyes  
19: (2sc, dec) repeat (18sc) 
20 – 21: 18sc (18sc) 
22 (1sc, dec) repeat (12sc) 
23 - 25: 12sc (12sc) 
26: 6 x dec (6sc) 
27: change color to pink: 6sc (6sc) 
28: 6sc (6sc) 
29: 3 x dec (3sc) 
30: crochet 3 st together and fasten off. Weave in the thread. 
 
 
Ears: (2x) 
1: with pink, magic ring of 6 
2: 6 x inc (12sc) 
3: (1sc, inc) repeat (18sc) 
4: (2sc, inc) repeat (24sc)  
5: (3sc, inc) repeat (30sc) 
6: change to color light grey: 30sc (30sc) fasten off,  
leaving a thread to sew the ear to the head. 
Make the second ear. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Body:  
1: with light grey, ch 12, insert the hook in the first loop of the chain and crochet 12 sc. 
2 – 3: 12sc (12sc) 
4: (1sc, inc) repeat (18sc) 
5 – 7: 18sc (18sc) 
8: (2sc, inc) repeat (24sc) 
9 – 11: 24sc (24sc)  
12: (3sc, inc) repeat (30sc) 
13: 30c (30sc) 
14: (4sc, inc) repeat (36sc) 
15: 36sc (36sc) 
16: (5sc, inc) repeat (42sc) 
17: 42sc (42sc) 
18: (6sc, inc) repeat (48sc) 
19 – 22: 48sc (48sc) 
23: (6sc, dec) repeat (42sc) 
24 – 25: 42sc (42sc) 
26: (5sc, dec) repeat (36sc) 
27: 36sc (36sc) 
28: 36 sc, stuff the body, fold it and crochet the opposite st together with sc. Fasten off. 
 
Legs: (2x) 
1: with aqua, magic ring of 6 
2: inc 6x (12sc) 
3: (sc, inc) repeat (18sc) 
4 – 5: 18sc (18sc) 
6: (sc, dec) repeat (12sc) 
7: (sc, dec) repeat (8sc) 
8: change to color light grey, 8sc (8sc) stuff the foot before you crochet the leg. 
9 – 25: (17 rounds) 8sc (8sc) don’t stuff the leg, fold the leg and crochet the opposite st 
together with sc (4sc) Make the second leg. 
 
Arms: (2x) 
1: with light yellow, magic ring of 6 
2: inc 6x (12sc) 
3 – 4: 12sc (12sc) 
5: (sc, dec) repeat (8sc) 
6: 8sc (8sc) 
7: change to color light grey, 8sc (8sc) stuff the hand before you crochet the arm. 
8 – 22: (15 rounds) 8sc (8sc) don’t stuff the arm, fold the arm and crochet the opposite st 
together with sc (4sc) Make the second arm. 
 



Tail: 
1: with light grey, 6sc in magic ring (6sc) 
2 – 26: 6sc (6sc) insert a piece of iron wire in the tail, fold the tail and crochet the opposite st 
together with sc. (3sc) Fasten off an leave a thread for sewing. 
 
Cheese: 
1: with yellow, 12sc in magic ring (12sc) 
2: inc 12 x (24sc) 
3: (sc, inc) repeat (36sc) 
4: fold the piece and crochet the opposite st together with sc. Fasten off leaving a tail. 
5: fold the piece again and sew with the hanging thread st together.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assembly: 

- Sew the ears to the head 
- Sew the head to the body 
- Sew the arms to the body, sew the piece of cheese to the hands 
- Sew the legs to the body 
- Sew the tail to the body 
- Embroider with a piece of black yarn the eyebrows and eyes (if you did not use safety 

eyes) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Enjoy crocheting this Chinese New Year rat! 
 
More patterns on: www.essiebirdies.wordpress.com 
I would love to see your rat on Facebook and Instagram. 
Facebook: @essiebirdies        
Facebookgroup: haken met essiebirdies 
Instagram: @essiebirdies   #essiebirdiespattern 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


